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This book looks beyond the familiar history of former empires and new nation-
states to consider newly transnational communities of solidarity and aid, social
science and activism. Shortly after independence from France in 1960, the people
living along the Sahel - a long, thin stretch of land bordering the Sahara - became
the subjects of human rights campaigns and humanitarian interventions. Just
when its states were strongest and most ambitious, the postcolonial West African
Sahel became fertile terrain for the production of novel forms of governmental
rationality realized through NGOs. The roots of this "nongovernmentality" lay
partly in Europe and North America, but it flowered, paradoxically, in the Sahel.
This book is unique in that it questions not only how West African states
exercised their new sovereignty but also how and why NGOs - ranging from
CARE and Amnesty International to black internationalists - began to assume
elements of sovereignty during a period in which it was so highly valued.
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This book looks beyond the familiar history of former empires and new nation-states to consider newly
transnational communities of solidarity and aid, social science and activism. Shortly after independence from
France in 1960, the people living along the Sahel - a long, thin stretch of land bordering the Sahara - became
the subjects of human rights campaigns and humanitarian interventions. Just when its states were strongest
and most ambitious, the postcolonial West African Sahel became fertile terrain for the production of novel
forms of governmental rationality realized through NGOs. The roots of this "nongovernmentality" lay partly
in Europe and North America, but it flowered, paradoxically, in the Sahel. This book is unique in that it
questions not only how West African states exercised their new sovereignty but also how and why NGOs -
ranging from CARE and Amnesty International to black internationalists - began to assume elements of
sovereignty during a period in which it was so highly valued.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Gregory Mann gives us a thought-provoking, nuanced, deeply researched exposition of what sovereignty
does and does not mean in the context of the decolonization of French West Africa and the inability of
African states to meet the hopes of most of their citizens. He explores Africans' immersion in different forms
of connection across space, conflicting claims of African states and the French government to regulate cross-
border migration within Africa, controversies over the rights of former citizens from Africa to work and live
in France, and the effects of NGO interventions on how Africa is governed."
Frederick Cooper, author of Citizenship between Empire and Nation: Remaking France and French Africa,
1945-1960

"While the rise of NGOs has too often been treated as a simple product of "neoliberalism", Gregory Mann
here argues that, at least in the Sahel, it was international interventions during an earlier period of supposedly
strong state sovereignty that laid the foundations for "nongovernmentality". An original and important
contribution."
James Ferguson, Stanford University, California

"Driving across the Sahel, but refusing stereotypes, Gregory Mann discovered that it was anticolonialists
who opened borders to nongovernmental organizations, which 'reprogrammed' their hosts but in a complex
pattern of coexistence. A new sort of politics was created, with the rise of neoliberalism ... Cutting across
space and time in an original way, the book magnificently complicates so many familiar stories that it makes
crucial reading for anyone interested in the makings of our times."
Samuel Moyn, Harvard University, Massachusetts

"This well-researched and written book surveys the pursuit and practice of sovereignty in the Sahel, notably
Soudan/Mali ... This innovative and insightful book includes maps and deserves inclusion in research
university libraries. Summing up: highly recommended."
P. C. Naylor, Choice

About the Author
Gregory Mann is Associate Professor in the History Department at Columbia University, specializing in the
history of Francophone West Africa. Mann's articles have appeared in the American Historical Review,
Comparative Studies in Society and History, the Journal of African History, and Politique Africaine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alexander Macdougall:

The book From Empires to NGOs in the West African Sahel: The Road to Nongovernmentality (African
Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best
thing like a book From Empires to NGOs in the West African Sahel: The Road to Nongovernmentality
(African Studies)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or



data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book From Empires
to NGOs in the West African Sahel: The Road to Nongovernmentality (African Studies) has simple shape
but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Audrey Thompson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take From Empires to NGOs in the West African Sahel:
The Road to Nongovernmentality (African Studies) as the daily resource information.

Mark Miller:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is usually From Empires to NGOs in the West African Sahel: The Road to
Nongovernmentality (African Studies).

Richelle Johnson:

You can find this From Empires to NGOs in the West African Sahel: The Road to Nongovernmentality
(African Studies) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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