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The first comprehensive history of conspiracies and conspiracy theories in the
United States.

• Over 300 A–Z entries on various events, ideas, and persons, as well as crucial
supporting and refuting evidence, and competing explanations for the origins,
history, and popularity of this mode of political thought

• Primary documents from organizations promoting conspiracy theories

• Contributions from over 100 international scholars with a full range of
historical expertise

• Separate section containing about 100 illustrative extracts covering the full
range of American history, each with a brief headnote placing it in context
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
"Conspiracy theories (and, from time to time, actual conspiracies) have played a vital role in shaping the
course of American history." So states the editor of this set, which is the work of more than 123 contributors.
It is intended as "a serious and comprehensive summary of all the major events, ideas, and figures of U.S.
conspiracy thinking."

The set begins with "Conspiracy Theories in America: A Historical Overview" and "Making Sense of
Conspiracy Theories," two excellent articles that provide background and understanding of the subject. This
material is followed by more than 300 entries for both actual and imagined conspiracies. Examples of
theories include the extremely well known as well as the somewhat obscure. As might be expected, the entry
on the John F. Kennedy assassination is the longest, covering 15 pages. Among other entries are AIDS,
Cattle mutilations, Oklahoma City bombing, Pearl Harbor, Tobacco industry, UFOs, and whitewater. The
theories are arranged alphabetically and include see also references and brief bibliographies of related works.
Appropriate Web sites are also listed for some.

Section 3 contains approximately 100 extracts from primary source documents, arranged chronologically
from Cotton Mather's Wonders of the Invisible World (1692) to Lawton et al. v. Republic of Iraq (2003). A
headnote explains the context of each.

This is a fascinating reference set that presents intriguing (albeit sometimes far-fetched) theories. Examining
these theories, one can see how almost any event or idea can be viewed as a conspiracy, actual or imagined.
This would be an excellent addition to academic and large public libraries. RBB
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"The editors of this fine reference rightfully assert that 'conspiracy theories have played a vital role in
shaping the course of American history.' . . . The first to cover the subject comprehensively, this work offers
a dispassionate look at conspiracy theories, from the Boston Tea Party to September 11, 2001, placing each
in the context of its time." - Library Journal

"This is a fascinating reference . . . [A]n excellent addition to academic and large public libraries." - Booklist

"The encyclopedia admirably accomplishes its goals . . . Articles are generally engaging and first rate in their
scholarship. . . . Unique in both format and content, this is a serious and worthwhile effort, and will surely
become one of the more popular reference titles in many library collections." - American Reference Books
Annual

About the Author

Peter Knight, PhD, is a lecturer in American studies at the University of Manchester, Manchester, England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Melissa Alfonso:

This Conspiracy Theories in American History: An Encyclopedia: Conspiracy Theories in American History
[2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The reason why of this Conspiracy Theories in American History: An Encyclopedia: Conspiracy
Theories in American History [2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia can be one of several great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that maybe will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Conspiracy Theories in American
History: An Encyclopedia: Conspiracy Theories in American History [2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia giving
you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

John Ferguson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that
really opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling
like on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Conspiracy Theories in American
History: An Encyclopedia: Conspiracy Theories in American History [2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia, you
could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Betty Walsh:

The book untitled Conspiracy Theories in American History: An Encyclopedia: Conspiracy Theories in
American History [2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains her idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

John Moore:

Beside that Conspiracy Theories in American History: An Encyclopedia: Conspiracy Theories in American
History [2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't end
up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Conspiracy
Theories in American History: An Encyclopedia: Conspiracy Theories in American History [2 volumes]: An
Encyclopedia because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you would
not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
that? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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