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Unlike most etymology textbooks, this one presents the words studied in the
context of the ideas in which the words functioned. Instead of studying endless
lists of word roots, suffixes, and prefixes in isolation, the words are enlivened by
the social, literary, and cultural media in which they were used. Readers are
introduced to a wide variety of topics from classical antiquity, entertained by
clever cartoons, and are able to practice their word knowledge with exercises.

Special Features

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An etymology textbook that also introduces students to a wide variety of topics
in classical antiquity

Chapters on Mythology, Medicine, Politics and Law, Commerce and Economics,
Philosophy and Psychology, History

Introduction to word building
Exercises throughout
Illustrations of ancient artifacts
Clever cartoons on word origins
Glossary of English words and phrases

For over 30 years Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers has produced the highest quality
Latin and ancient Greek books. From Dr. Seuss books in Latin to Plato's
Apology, Bolchazy-Carducci's titles help readers learn about ancient Rome and
Greece; the Latin and ancient Greek languages are alive and well with titles like
Cicero's De Amicitia and Kaegi's Greek Grammar. We also feature a line of
contemporary eastern European and WWII books.

Some of the areas we publish in include:

Selections From The Aeneid
Latin Grammar & Pronunciation
Greek Grammar & Pronunciation
Texts Supporting Wheelock's Latin
Classical author workbooks: Vergil, Ovid, Horace, Catullus, Cicero
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Vocabulary Cards For AP Selections: Vergil, Ovid, Catullus, Horace
Greek Mythology
Greek Lexicon
Slovak Culture And History
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Editorial Review

Review
In Words and Ideas, editor William J. Dominik has created an introductory Classics curriculum within the
context of a vocabulary builder and beginning etymology textbook. Not only is Words and Ideas
multipurpose in scope, but it is also suitable for a variety of learning situations, from autodidacts yes, you
can sit down on your own with Words and Ideas to homeschooling parents to regular high school or college
teachers.

Supplementing each chapter of Dominik's Words and Ideas, are bibliographies, exercises, websites, and
invaluable Word for Word cartoon strips. Words and Ideas can be read in almost any order or, if it's for
personal interest, even randomly, but structured approaches would work better in the classroom. For this
reason, Dominik suggests two structured approaches: either to focus first on the first three chapters to build
up some basic understanding of word building before proceeding to the Greek and Roman culture and further
word building sections or to study the first three chapters in conjunction with the remaining nine cultural
chapters.

The first three chapters of Words and Ideas introduce word building, with essential, basic, explained terms
like base, prefix, and suffix. Dominik explains the creation of hybrid words like sociology, which comes
from a Latin base and a Greek ending, and the twisted paths by which Latin and Greek words find their way
into our English vocabulary. Dominik says about sixty percent of words in common use in English are
derived from Latin.... Dominik's writing style in this potentially confusing area is clear and precise.

Starting with Chapter 4, Dominik focused on Greco-Roman culture, the differences between Greece and
Rome, and the essential words used to describe first mythology, then medicine, politics and law, commerce
and economics, philosophy and psychology, and history. In the process, Dominik summarizes:
-the creation stories and major myths of the Greek gods and heroes
- the change from magic to reason-based medicine
-the development of the ancient city, democracy and the effect of Roman law on American and South
African law
-financial systems and trade, including slavery and ancient machinery
-the concept of knowledge, with a quick look at individual pre-Socratics, Plato, Aristotle, and Socrates, the
Stoic, Epicurean and Cynic philosophers, with a Freudian excursis, and finally
- the contributions made by historians to our knowledge of times past with a look at and occasional passage
written by the ancient philosophers Herodotus, Thucydides, Xenophon, Polybius, Josephus, Caesar, Sallust,
Livy, and Tacitus.

Cartoons drive points home quickly and provide easily remembered anecdotes about etymology. Did you
know the tree-filled area we know of as an arbor does not come from the Latin word for tree? The (translated
into English) literary passages are short. Dominik makes ample use of tables, lists, and bullet points, with
occasional illustrations. These techniques make Words and Ideas easy and appealing to use. To keep Words
and Ideas short, there is no answer key. This should not be a problem if the student (and homeschooling or
other teacher) reads the chapter carefully and keeps a dictionary with etymologies handy.

Words and Ideas may look confusing and not at all like your vision of a word builder, but if you dig through
the wealth of clearly presented material and challenging exercises, I think you will agree that you have found
a gem. --N. S. Gill, About.com



....Dominik's stated aim is to broaden the vocabulary and cultural literacy of students within the context of
Classics and other disciplines. The first three chapters explain the basics of word building: he shows how
specific nouns, verbs, and adjectives relate to each other and how words can be broken down into the base,
prefix, and suffix. The subsequent chapters contain overviews of classical mythology, law, medicine, history,
commerce, philosophy, and psychology each followed by tables of Enligh/American words relevant to that
particular topic, all with their classical derivations. The arrangement of words into their subject disciplines is
why the book is different from other etymological handbooks though there is an alphabetical index if you
need it. As an example, the medicine chapter will explain the difference between optometrist, optician,
oculist, and ophthalmologist, and the precise meanings of antimelanin and epinephrine. Latin - and Greek-
less medical students might find an intensive weekend on this chapter a useful shortcut to medicalese.

The book is attractive, compact, and contains useful extras: bibliographies, related web-sites, lists of
Latin/Greek phrases and reasonably amusing cartoons which serve to break up the text. Dominik suggests
using the first three chapters as a course book and there are exercises at the end of all the chapters. --Sue
Pontin, JACT

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Judith Mandel:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Words and Ideas to read.

Stephen Thrush:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be smart
in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Words and Ideas book because this book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Kent Dennis:

The reason why? Because this Words and Ideas is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store



hurriedly.

Robin Bone:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Words and Ideas can make you sense more interested to read.
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