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“Tóibín is at his lyrical best in this beautiful and daring work” (The New York
Times Book Review) that portrays Mary as a solitary older woman still seeking to
understand the events that become the narrative of the New Testament and the
foundation of Christianity—shortlisted for the 2013 Man Booker Prize.

In the ancient town of Ephesus, Mary lives alone, years after her son’s
crucifixion. She has no interest in collaborating with the authors of the Gospel,
who are her keepers. She does not agree that her son is the Son of God; nor that
his death was “worth it”; nor that the “group of misfits he gathered around him,
men who could not look a woman in the eye,” were holy disciples.

Mary judges herself ruthlessly (she did not stay at the foot of the cross until her
son died—she fled, to save herself), and her judgment of others is equally harsh.
This woman whom we know from centuries of paintings and scripture as the
docile, loving, silent, long-suffering, obedient, worshipful mother of Christ
becomes a tragic heroine with the relentless eloquence of Electra or Medea or
Antigone. Tóibín’s tour de force of imagination and language is a portrait so
vivid and convincing that our image of Mary will be forever transformed.
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“Tóibín is at his lyrical best in this beautiful and daring work” (The New York Times Book Review) that
portrays Mary as a solitary older woman still seeking to understand the events that become the narrative of
the New Testament and the foundation of Christianity—shortlisted for the 2013 Man Booker Prize.

In the ancient town of Ephesus, Mary lives alone, years after her son’s crucifixion. She has no interest in
collaborating with the authors of the Gospel, who are her keepers. She does not agree that her son is the Son
of God; nor that his death was “worth it”; nor that the “group of misfits he gathered around him, men who
could not look a woman in the eye,” were holy disciples.

Mary judges herself ruthlessly (she did not stay at the foot of the cross until her son died—she fled, to save
herself), and her judgment of others is equally harsh. This woman whom we know from centuries of
paintings and scripture as the docile, loving, silent, long-suffering, obedient, worshipful mother of Christ
becomes a tragic heroine with the relentless eloquence of Electra or Medea or Antigone. Tóibín’s tour de
force of imagination and language is a portrait so vivid and convincing that our image of Mary will be
forever transformed.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Henrietta Jimerson:

This The Testament of Mary: A Novel are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this The Testament of Mary: A Novel can be one of the great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Testament of Mary: A Novel forcing you to
have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jamie Sparks:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Testament of Mary: A
Novel that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction
all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you are able to pick The Testament of Mary: A Novel become your own
starter.

Marylou Arroyo:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal
with may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic
as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Testament of Mary: A Novel why
because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.

Jay Klein:

This The Testament of Mary: A Novel is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences



included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The
Testament of Mary: A Novel in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do
that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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