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Christmas from a camel's-eye-view.

Everyone has heard the Christmas story before, but THE LAST STRAW is a
unique and unforgettable new telling. Voices roll across the desert sands to
Hoshmakaka, a curmudgeonly old camel, whispering that he has been chosen for
the great responsibility of carrying gifts to the new baby king. With reluctance,
Hoshmakaka accepts his task. Every day in the heat crossing the desert, his pack
grows ever more burdensome as the crowds of people, anxious to welcome the
new king, give him their gifts to carry. He is as strong as ten horses as he proudly
tells the younger camels. But, oh, his gout! Oh, his sciatica! Nevertheless,
Hoshmakaka plods on until he reaches Bethlehem. In the end he realizes the great
honor of his task and never again is there a burden too heavy for him to carry.

Vlasta van Kampen's gorgeous illustrations of the hot desert sands and the cool,
star-filled night sky transport readers on the journey to Bethlehem to see the new
baby king. The beautifully detailed illustrations of the loveable Hoshmakaka
masterfully change as his pack of gifts grows impossibly huge.

The endearing Hoshmakaka is also available as a plush toy to be a companion at
storytime. Nine inches tall and adorned with his precious pack of gifts,
Hoshmakaka will be a great reminder of the rewards of giving all year long!
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Christmas from a camel's-eye-view.

Everyone has heard the Christmas story before, but THE LAST STRAW is a unique and unforgettable new
telling. Voices roll across the desert sands to Hoshmakaka, a curmudgeonly old camel, whispering that he
has been chosen for the great responsibility of carrying gifts to the new baby king. With reluctance,
Hoshmakaka accepts his task. Every day in the heat crossing the desert, his pack grows ever more
burdensome as the crowds of people, anxious to welcome the new king, give him their gifts to carry. He is as
strong as ten horses as he proudly tells the younger camels. But, oh, his gout! Oh, his sciatica! Nevertheless,
Hoshmakaka plods on until he reaches Bethlehem. In the end he realizes the great honor of his task and
never again is there a burden too heavy for him to carry.

Vlasta van Kampen's gorgeous illustrations of the hot desert sands and the cool, star-filled night sky
transport readers on the journey to Bethlehem to see the new baby king. The beautifully detailed illustrations
of the loveable Hoshmakaka masterfully change as his pack of gifts grows impossibly huge.

The endearing Hoshmakaka is also available as a plush toy to be a companion at storytime. Nine inches tall
and adorned with his precious pack of gifts, Hoshmakaka will be a great reminder of the rewards of giving
all year long!
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 3-Hoshmakaka, an old, foolish, and proud camel, is chosen to carry the wise men's gifts
to the baby Jesus. Reluctantly, he agrees and boasts to the younger camels that he has the strength of 10
horses. As he embarks on his journey, people along the way ask him to take their gifts. Goaded by the
younger camels, he keeps adding to his load. A small child asks him to carry one last gift, a piece of straw
for the baby's bed, and Hoshmakaka is brought to his knees by the weight. Jesus reaches out and touches him
and "From that time on there was no burden, great or small, that Hoshmakaka would not gladly carry." The
story is adapted from Thury's original libretto, performed by the Toronto Children's Chorus. Strikingly rich,
detailed watercolors enrich the text. While the humbling message may be too subtly conveyed for very
young children, this low-keyed and gentle story can be enjoyed by a broad audience.-M.W.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
A grumpy camel's boast comes back to haunt him in this engaging Christmas picture-book tale, adapted from
a choral libretto. Despite gout, sciatica, and general surliness, old Hoshmakaka reluctantly agrees to carry the
Wise Men's gifts to the baby king. But because he incautiously puffs himself up before the younger camels,
he also ends up taking jugs of milk and wine, baskets of pastries, and other presents offered along the way.
Vlasa van Kampen's bright, sharply detailed watercolors depict the shaggy protagonist plodding along in
stately arrogance beneath a burden that grows to comically towering proportions. When a child asks him to
carry a piece of straw, Hoshmakaka refuses. He relents, however, but he realizes that if he wants to finish his
trek, he'd better not stop again. Entering the stable at last, the camel falls to his knees in exhaustion,
whereupon a touch of the baby's hand dispels both the burden's weight and the camel's wounded pride. The
text and illustrations work unusually well together to evoke the story's humorous undertone while preserving
a grand sense of occasion. John Peters

From Kirkus Reviews
paper 1-57091-379-X Thury humorously joins the adage about breaking the camel's back and the story of the
baby in the manger, while also poking fun at pride and praising humility. After hearing mysterious voices
declaring his role, the aged but proud camel Hoshmakaka reluctantly agrees to journey to far-off Bethlehem
bearing gifts for a new baby king. As he makes his way along the road he is heaped with presents large and
small, light and heavy, until his joints ache and his legs nearly buckle. A child's piece of straw, offered for
the baby's bed, brings Hoshmakaka to his knees, but not before he has entered the stable where others also
kneel. Whimsical watercolor illustrations detail Hoshmakaka's stately carriage, his growing burden, and his
emotional transformation from arrogant to humble. This camel's-eye- view is a light, unusual look at the
traditional Christmas story. (Picture book. 4-8) -- Copyright ©1999, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights
reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Juan Turgeon:

The book The Last Straw gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Last Straw for being your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a guide The Last Straw.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Mac Cutter:

The book The Last Straw can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book The Last Straw? Some of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Last Straw has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Andrew Spivey:

This The Last Straw are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
reason why of this The Last Straw can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Last Straw forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Zandra Woods:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the The Last Straw when you desired it?
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