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Now that communication can be as quick as thought, why hasn't our ability to
organize politically—to establish gains and beyond that, to maintain them—kept
pace? The web has given us both capacity and speed: but progressive change
seems to be something perpetually in the air, rarely manifesting, even more rarely
staying with us.

Micah L. Sifry, a longtime analyst of democracy and its role on the net, examines
what he calls The Big Disconnect. In his usual pithy, to-the-point style, he
explores why data-driven politics and our digital overlords have failed or misled
us, and how they can be made to serve us instead, in a real balance between
citizens and state, independent of corporations.

The web and social media have enabled an explosive increase in participation in
the public arena—but not much else has changed. For the next step beyond
connectivity, writes Sifry, “we need a real digital public square, not one hosted
by Facebook, shaped by Google, and snooped on by the National Security
Agency. If we don't build one, then any notion of democracy as ‘rule by the
people' will no longer be meaningful. We will be a nation of Big Data, by Big
Email, for the powers that be."
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Micah L. Sifry is a Senior Analyst and Nancy Watzman is Research and Investigative Projects Director at
Public Campaign. Their articles have appeared in the New York Times, Harper's magazine, The Nation, the
New Republic, and Salon.com.

Stephen McLaughlin is a librarian at the San Francisco Public Library. He has written extensively on
Russian naval ships and is the author of "Russian and Soviet Battleships" published by Naval Institute Press
2003.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book The Big Disconnect: Why the Internet
hasn't transformed Politics (Yet). All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Allan Carle:

The book The Big Disconnect: Why the Internet hasn't transformed Politics (Yet) will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book The Big Disconnect: Why the
Internet hasn't transformed Politics (Yet) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Tracey Cook:

The reason why? Because this The Big Disconnect: Why the Internet hasn't transformed Politics (Yet) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.



John Lyons:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Big Disconnect: Why the Internet hasn't
transformed Politics (Yet) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation
about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and study it.
Beside that the publication The Big Disconnect: Why the Internet hasn't transformed Politics (Yet) can to be
your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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