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In his explorations of the relations between the sacred and violence, René Girard
has hit upon the origin of culture—the way culture began, the way it continues to
organize itself. The way communities of human beings structure themselves in a
manner that is different from that of other species on the planet.
     Like Albert Einstein, Sigmund Freud, Émile Durkheim, Martin Buber, or
others who have changed the way we think in the humanities or in the human
sciences, Girard has put forth a set of ideas that have altered our perceptions of
the world in which we function. We will never be able to think the same way
again about mimetic desire, about the scapegoat mechanism, and about the role
of Jewish and Christian scripture in explaining sacrifice, violence, and the crises
from which our culture has been born.
     The contributions fall into roughly four areas of interpretive work: religion
and religious study; literary study; the philosophy of social science; and
psychological studies.
     The essays presented here are offered as "essays" in the older French sense of
attempts (essayer) or trials of ideas, as indeed Girard has tried out ideas with us.
With a conscious echo of Montaigne, then, this hommage volume is titled Essays
in Friendship and in Truth.
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In his explorations of the relations between the sacred and violence, René Girard has hit upon the origin of
culture—the way culture began, the way it continues to organize itself. The way communities of human
beings structure themselves in a manner that is different from that of other species on the planet.
     Like Albert Einstein, Sigmund Freud, Émile Durkheim, Martin Buber, or others who have changed the
way we think in the humanities or in the human sciences, Girard has put forth a set of ideas that have altered
our perceptions of the world in which we function. We will never be able to think the same way again about
mimetic desire, about the scapegoat mechanism, and about the role of Jewish and Christian scripture in
explaining sacrifice, violence, and the crises from which our culture has been born.
     The contributions fall into roughly four areas of interpretive work: religion and religious study; literary
study; the philosophy of social science; and psychological studies.
     The essays presented here are offered as "essays" in the older French sense of attempts (essayer) or trials
of ideas, as indeed Girard has tried out ideas with us. With a conscious echo of Montaigne, then, this
hommage volume is titled Essays in Friendship and in Truth.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Sandor Goodhart is Professor of English and Jewish Studies at Purdue University, former President of the
Colloquium on Violence and Religion (COV&R), and author of Sacrificing Commentary, as well as more
than ninety essays.

Jørgen Jørgensen edited a collection of essays on Girard titled Syndens sold.

Tom Ryba is Notre Dame Theologian-in-Residence at the Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Center at Purdue
University.

James Williams is the author of The Bible, Violence, and the Sacred and editor of The Girard Reader.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarah Frigo:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this For René Girard: Essays in Friendship
and in Truth (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, and Culture Series) book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Deborah Young:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this For René Girard: Essays in Friendship and
in Truth (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, and Culture Series) guide written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger



then you still question For René Girard: Essays in Friendship and in Truth (Studies in Violence, Mimesis,
and Culture Series) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can
break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Donald Benson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and For René Girard: Essays in
Friendship and in Truth (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, and Culture Series) or even others sources were
given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes For René Girard:
Essays in Friendship and in Truth (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, and Culture Series) to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Dean Herbert:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By the book For René Girard: Essays in Friendship and in Truth (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, and Culture
Series) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must
choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life with that book For René Girard: Essays in Friendship and in Truth (Studies in Violence,
Mimesis, and Culture Series). You can more desirable than now.
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