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Following up on his two recent, widely acclaimed studies of ancient Israelite
history and society, William Dever here reconstructs the practice of religion in
ancient Israel from the bottom up. Archaeological excavations reveal numerous
local and family shrines where sacrifices and other rituals were carried out.
Intrigued by this "folk religion" in all its variety and vitality, Dever writes about
ordinary people in ancient Israel and their everyday religious lives.

Did God Have a Wife? shines new light on the presence and influence of
women's cults in early Israel and their implications for our understanding of
Israel's official "Book religion." Dever pays particular attention to the goddess
Asherah, reviled by the authors of the Hebrew Bible as a foreign deity but, in the
view of many modern scholars, popularly envisioned in early Israel as the
consort of biblical Yahweh. His work also gives new prominence to women as
the custodians of Israel's folk religion.

The first book by an archaeologist on ancient Israelite religion, this fascinating
study critically reviews virtually all of the archaeological literature of the past
generation, while also bringing fresh evidence to the table. Though Dever digs
deep into the past, his discussion is extensively illustrated, unencumbered by
footnotes, and vivid with colorful insights. Meant for professional and general
audiences alike, Did God Have a Wife? is sure to spur wide and passionate
debate.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Metcalf:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These
are reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient
Israel.

Paul Andrews:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in
Ancient Israel book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer connected with Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient
Israel content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Did God Have a
Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Travis Berry:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Did God Have a Wife?:
Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Did God Have a
Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel become your starter.



Charles Bryce:

Beside this particular Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel in your
phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in
Ancient Israel because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
it? Find this book along with read it from today!
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