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The Rocketeer, by Dave Stevens, is a rollicking tribute to pulp novels and
Saturday morning matinee serials. It follows the high-flying adventures of stunt
pilot Cliff Secord and his girlfriend Betty, after Cliff finds a mysterious jet pack
and takes to the sky. One of the most beloved comic series of all time, The
Rocketeer has been completely remastered and is presented here with glorious
all-new coloring for the first time.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Speeding across the sky like a jet-propelled dream, Stevens's Rocketeer is one of the most
enduring and endearing images of '80s comics. Set in the '30s, these tales follow Cliff Secord, an impulsive
young stunt pilot who finds a mysterious jetpack that enables him to fly. And then his troubles—and the
fun—begin. A charming, lively tribute to the pulp era—several characters from well-known pulp serials
make clandestine appearances—Stevens's lively, gorgeous art captures every wide-eyed gasp and clenched-
jaw struggle of the breakneck tale. While Stevens, who died in 2008, is a master of adventure, Cliff's
girlfriend Betty, a delightful homage to pinup queen Bettie Page, often steals the show. Due to Stevens's
slow output, only a handful of Rocketeer stories exist, collected for the first time following a checkered
publishing trail and being out-of-print for over a decade. Those who have never seen the complete Rocketeer
will be satisfied with the regular hardcover edition; an oversized deluxe edition brings together concept art,
sketches, and background materials that make this the definite record of one of comics' most appealing
recent characters. (Jan.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
The high-flying hero of this gloriously retro comic book, which inspired a 1991 feature film, is Cliff Secord,
a pleasantly lunkheaded, barnstorming aviator in 1930s Los Angeles who comes into possession of a stolen
rocket pack that enables him to fly. A bullet-shaped helmet designed by Cliff’s mechanic pal, Peevy,
completes the look, inspired by the 1949 King of the Rocket Men movie serial. The story lines, involving
Nazi spies and the like, are slight but serviceable. What made The Rocketeer a fan favorite was Stevens’
luscious artwork, especially his rendition of Cliff’s girlfriend, Betty. Stevens’ talent for drawing cheesecake-
style gorgeous women was unsurpassed, and Betty, an overt homage to pinup queen Bettie Page, was the
most dazzling of them. It took Stevens, notoriously slow and meticulous, a dozen years to produce the
relative handful of stories gathered in this slim volume that, unfortunately, must stand as The Rocketeer in
toto, since Stevens died in 2008. In this lovingly designed, newly recolored collection, though, that legacy is
very impressive in quality, however meager in quantity. --Gordon Flagg

About the Author
Dave Stevens was born in Lynwood, California on July 29, 1955. His career in comics began in 1975,
assisting veteran artist Russ Manning on the syndicated Tarzan newspaper strip. Stevens went on to toil as a
storyboard artist for Hanna-Barbara, DePatie-Freleng and Filmation animation studios, working on such
programs as Super Friends and The Godzilla Power Hour. Later, Stevens was asked by Steven Spielberg to
create presentation boards for Raiders of the Lost Ark. During the same period, Stevens storyboarded the
groundbreaking music video Thriller for Michael Jackson and did production design for Jackson’s Victory
Tour. 

In 1982, Stevens debuted the feature for which he is best known, The Rocketeer. Initially appearing as a
back-up feature in the second issue of an independent comic, the pulp-inspired story of Cliff Secord, a daring
stunt pilot who finds an experimental rocket pack, became an instant sensation. The Rocketeer went on to
star in his own comic book series, and in 1991 would become a well-received major motion picture from
Walt Disney Studios. 

Stevens’ lush figure work, particularly when rendering the female form, coupled with his elegant brush line,
brought him much acclaim far beyond the confines of comic books. In particular, his breathy portrayals of

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Cliff’s girlfriend Betty, inspired by famed pin-up queen Bettie Page, helped revitalize interest in the ‘50s
icon, a fact openly acknowledged by Page, who became close friends with Stevens in her final years. 

On March 11, 2008, Dave Stevens lost a long battle against leukemia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Cabrera:

Here thing why this The Rocketeer are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The
Rocketeer giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no guide that similar with The Rocketeer. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Rocketeer in e-book can be your
substitute.

Eric Bass:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Rocketeer e-book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also
read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question The Rocketeer as good book but not only by the
cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Betty Bobbitt:

This The Rocketeer is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it
relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Rocketeer can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Andrew Joy:

You can get this The Rocketeer by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to
be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only



through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you
just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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