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Many preachers long to understand the dynamics of thought, feeling, and
behavior at work in congregations. They use many techniques to evaluate the
needs of their congregation and to sharpen their sermons, but preachers seldom
give members of their congregation the opportunities to identify qualities of
preaching that motivate them to engage sermons, and qualities of sermons that
prompt disengagement. This book draws on one of the first large scale attempts
in North America to do just that. Drawing on extensive interviews and analysis
based on traditional rhetorical categories derived from Aristotle-the listener's
perception of the character, personality and trustworthiness of the preacher
(ethos), the appeals to reason in the content of the sermon (logos), and the role of
feeling in the event of preaching (pathos)-the authors present case illustrations to
help preachers listen pastorally to their own parishioners, to understand how their
listeners' participation in the sermon is affected by the ethos, logos, and pathos,
and how the pastor can use this understanding to preach in ways that engage
listeners. Pastors are encouraged to compare and contrast their own perceptions
of preaching with those expressed by their parishioners and to reflect more
broadly and deeply about preaching in the preacher's own congregational setting.
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Many preachers long to understand the dynamics of thought, feeling, and behavior at work in congregations.
They use many techniques to evaluate the needs of their congregation and to sharpen their sermons, but
preachers seldom give members of their congregation the opportunities to identify qualities of preaching that
motivate them to engage sermons, and qualities of sermons that prompt disengagement. This book draws on
one of the first large scale attempts in North America to do just that. Drawing on extensive interviews and
analysis based on traditional rhetorical categories derived from Aristotle-the listener's perception of the
character, personality and trustworthiness of the preacher (ethos), the appeals to reason in the content of the
sermon (logos), and the role of feeling in the event of preaching (pathos)-the authors present case
illustrations to help preachers listen pastorally to their own parishioners, to understand how their listeners'
participation in the sermon is affected by the ethos, logos, and pathos, and how the pastor can use this
understanding to preach in ways that engage listeners. Pastors are encouraged to compare and contrast their
own perceptions of preaching with those expressed by their parishioners and to reflect more broadly and
deeply about preaching in the preacher's own congregational setting.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Good sermons express passions that help listeners care, convey concerns that invite listener involvement,
communicate life and faith in ways that ring true, and embody these gifts as a communication of the word of
God that can become words of life. This book introduces preachers to the essential tools of effective
communication, demonstrates how to identify their effect in the talk of listeners, and then sends preachers
out to become ethnographers of effective communication for their own congregations. Listening to Listeners
is the rare book that provides preachers and students with real talk about how listeners experience a ministry
of preaching as part of their own faith formation. If you long for more than 'Good sermon, pastor' and a
handshake, this is the book of the real conversations preachers have been hungry to hear."
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Ayala:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the information



about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Listening to
Listeners: Homiletical Case Studies Channels of Listening series.

Terrance Allen:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Listening to Listeners: Homiletical Case Studies Channels of Listening series will give
you new experience in reading a book.

Pam Boyd:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list will be Listening to Listeners: Homiletical Case Studies Channels of Listening
series. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Aurora Foster:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Listening to Listeners: Homiletical
Case Studies Channels of Listening series or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Listening to Listeners: Homiletical Case Studies Channels of Listening
series to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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