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Some of the most important international security threats stem from terror
groups, criminal enterprises, and other violent non-state actors (VNSAs).
Because these groups are often structured as complex, dark networks, analysts
have begun to use network science to study them. However, standard network
tools were originally developed to examine companies, friendship groups, and
other transparent networks. The inherently clandestine nature of dark networks
dictates that conventional analytical tools do not always apply. Data on dark
networks is incomplete, inaccurate, and often just difficult to find. Moreover,
dark networks are often organized to undertake fundamentally different tasks
than transparent networks, so resources and information may follow different
paths through these two types of organizations. Given the distinctive
characteristics of dark networks, unique tools and methods are needed to
understand these structures. Illuminating Dark Networks explores the state-of-the
art in methods to study and understand dark networks.
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Some of the most important international security threats stem from terror groups, criminal enterprises, and
other violent non-state actors (VNSAs). Because these groups are often structured as complex, dark
networks, analysts have begun to use network science to study them. However, standard network tools were
originally developed to examine companies, friendship groups, and other transparent networks. The
inherently clandestine nature of dark networks dictates that conventional analytical tools do not always
apply. Data on dark networks is incomplete, inaccurate, and often just difficult to find. Moreover, dark
networks are often organized to undertake fundamentally different tasks than transparent networks, so
resources and information may follow different paths through these two types of organizations. Given the
distinctive characteristics of dark networks, unique tools and methods are needed to understand these
structures. Illuminating Dark Networks explores the state-of-the art in methods to study and understand dark
networks.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Social network analysis is now a well-established paradigm within the social sciences and has been
successfully applied to various types of relational data. However, until now, too little attention has been paid
to how it should be applied to dark networks. Illuminating Dark Networks brings together leading academics,
military researchers, and civilian analysts to provide the reader with the latest thinking on how to collect,
analyse, and understand clandestine networks. Challenging traditional thinking and proposing new methods
and ideas, this volume is timely, informative, and engaging."
Martin Everett, Chair in Social Network Analysis, Mitchell Centre, University of Manchester

"Illuminating Dark Networks: The Study of Clandestine Groups and Organizations is a rare book title in that
it conveys exactly what the book actually delivers. Drawing on work from some of the best researchers in
this area, both from the policy world and academia, across fields as diverse as sociology, statistics, and
computer science, this edited volume makes an important contribution to our understanding of dark networks
and how to study them."
Victor Asal, University at Albany, State University of New York

About the Author
Luke M. Gerdes is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Behavioral Sciences and Leadership at the
United States Military Academy, West Point. In 2011 he worked as a visiting researcher with the Strategic
Studies Institute at the US Army War College. He is the past recipient of West Point's Minerva Fellowship in
the Study of Islamic Ideology and Asian Cultures, as well as the Smith Richardson World Politics and
Statecraft Fellowship. His research focuses on the application of network science to the study of clandestine
groups, with a regional emphasis on Asia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Illuminating Dark Networks: The
Study of Clandestine Groups and Organizations (Structural Analysis in the Social Sciences) will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some
of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

William Devine:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure,



by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Illuminating Dark Networks:
The Study of Clandestine Groups and Organizations (Structural Analysis in the Social Sciences) book as nice
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Gretchen Meehan:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Illuminating Dark Networks: The Study of Clandestine Groups and Organizations (Structural Analysis in the
Social Sciences), it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Amanda Bernard:

This Illuminating Dark Networks: The Study of Clandestine Groups and Organizations (Structural Analysis
in the Social Sciences) is new way for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief
your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who
still having little digest in reading this Illuminating Dark Networks: The Study of Clandestine Groups and
Organizations (Structural Analysis in the Social Sciences) can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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