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James A. Grimshaw, Jr., brings together for the first time more than 350 letters
exchanged by two scholars who altered the way literature is taught in this
country. The selected letters focus on the development of their five major
textbooks—the rationale for selections, the details involved in obtaining
permissions and preparing indexes, and the demands of meeting deadlines. More
important, these letters reveal their attitudes toward literature, teaching, and
scholarship.

Providing insight into two of the most influential literary minds of this century,
these letters show two men who were deeply involved in research and writing,
and who were committed to a life of travel, conversation, and learning. Their zest
for life and their love of literature explain, in part, their uncanny ability to
persevere and to succeed. Yet their human qualities are also present in the letters,
which bring Brooks and Warren to life as rare individuals able to sustain a deep,
lifelong friendship.

Cleanth Brooks and Robert Penn Warren will help readers better understand the
critical work of Brooks and the creative work of Warren. Students and teachers
of American literature will find this book indispensable.
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James A. Grimshaw, Jr., brings together for the first time more than 350 letters exchanged by two scholars
who altered the way literature is taught in this country. The selected letters focus on the development of their
five major textbooks—the rationale for selections, the details involved in obtaining permissions and
preparing indexes, and the demands of meeting deadlines. More important, these letters reveal their attitudes
toward literature, teaching, and scholarship.

Providing insight into two of the most influential literary minds of this century, these letters show two men
who were deeply involved in research and writing, and who were committed to a life of travel, conversation,
and learning. Their zest for life and their love of literature explain, in part, their uncanny ability to persevere
and to succeed. Yet their human qualities are also present in the letters, which bring Brooks and Warren to
life as rare individuals able to sustain a deep, lifelong friendship.

Cleanth Brooks and Robert Penn Warren will help readers better understand the critical work of Brooks and
the creative work of Warren. Students and teachers of American literature will find this book indispensable.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Brooks and Warren met as teenagers in Nashville and remained friends for 65 years, teaching together at
Louisiana State University and later Yale. Along the way, they collaborated on the enormously influential
textbooks Understanding Poetry (1938) and Understanding Fiction (1943), which helped establish the New
Criticism as the primary method of interpreting literary texts in this country. Grimshaw (regents professor.
Texas A&M Univ.) has gathered 372 letters that detail their collaboration on these and other books.
Nonspecialists will find little to savor here, though these letters and the new essays by colleagues from LSU
(Simpson) and Yale (Lewis) will matter considerably to biographers of two literary giants as well as
historians of a critical method that has fallen into disrepute among literary theorists yet that continues to
shape reading practices in classrooms today.?David Kirby, Florida State Univ., Tallahassee, FL
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"[Cleanth Brooks and Robert Penn Warren] shows the working of two of America's best literary minds in an
extraordinary collaboration over the span of five decades. It gives a kind of insight into the formulation and
writing of literary criticism nowhere else available in such detail. One of the particularly valuable results is
an intimate picture of these outstanding poets, critics, and scholars (and their families) in their warm and
winning human dimension."—Joseph Blotner

From the Back Cover
James A. Grimshaw, Jr., brings together for the first time more than 350 letters exchanged by two scholars
who altered the way literature is taught in this country. The selected letters focus on the development of their
five major textbooks - the rationale for selections, the details involved in obtaining permissions and
preparing indexes, and the demands of meeting deadlines. More important, these letters reveal their attitudes
toward literature, teaching, and scholarship. Providing insight into two of the most influential literary minds
of this century, these letters show two men who were deeply involved in research and writing, and who were
committed to a life of travel, conversation, and learning.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Percy Brown:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Cleanth Brooks and Robert Penn Warren: A Literary Correspondence.



Rebecca Clark:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Cleanth
Brooks and Robert Penn Warren: A Literary Correspondence, you are able to tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Pamela Garcia:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Cleanth Brooks and Robert Penn Warren: A Literary Correspondence your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The Cleanth Brooks and Robert Penn Warren: A Literary
Correspondence giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to
try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Stan Smith:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Cleanth Brooks and Robert Penn Warren: A Literary Correspondence can be your
answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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