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Why do totalitarian propagandas such as those created in Nazi Germany and the
former German Democratic Republic initially succeed, and why do they
ultimately fail? Outside observers often make two serious mistakes when they
interpret the propaganda spawned by these authoritarian regimes. First, they
assume their propagandas worked largely because they were supported by a
police state, that people cheered Hitler and Honecker because they feared the
consequences of not doing so. Second, they assume that propaganda really
succeeded in persuading most of the citizenry, that the Nuremberg rallies were a
reflection of how most Germans thought, or that most East Germans were
convinced Marxist-Leninists. World War II Allies feared that rooting out Nazism
would be a very difficult task. No leading scholar or politician in the West
expected East Germany to collapse nearly rapidly as it did. Effective propaganda
depends on a full range of persuasive methods, from the gentlest suggestion to
overt violence, which the dictatorship of the 20th century understood well.
religious in nature. Nazism and Marxism-Leninism presented themselves as
explanations for all of life - culture, morality, science, history, recreation. They
provided people with reasons for accepting the status quo. Bending Spines
examines the full range of persuasive techniques used by Nazi Germany and the
German Democratic Republic, and concludes that both systems failed in part
because they expected more of their propaganda than it was able to deliver.
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Republic initially succeed, and why do they ultimately fail? Outside observers often make two serious
mistakes when they interpret the propaganda spawned by these authoritarian regimes. First, they assume
their propagandas worked largely because they were supported by a police state, that people cheered Hitler
and Honecker because they feared the consequences of not doing so. Second, they assume that propaganda
really succeeded in persuading most of the citizenry, that the Nuremberg rallies were a reflection of how
most Germans thought, or that most East Germans were convinced Marxist-Leninists. World War II Allies
feared that rooting out Nazism would be a very difficult task. No leading scholar or politician in the West
expected East Germany to collapse nearly rapidly as it did. Effective propaganda depends on a full range of
persuasive methods, from the gentlest suggestion to overt violence, which the dictatorship of the 20th
century understood well. religious in nature. Nazism and Marxism-Leninism presented themselves as
explanations for all of life - culture, morality, science, history, recreation. They provided people with reasons
for accepting the status quo. Bending Spines examines the full range of persuasive techniques used by Nazi
Germany and the German Democratic Republic, and concludes that both systems failed in part because they
expected more of their propaganda than it was able to deliver.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Naturally, the common people don't want war, but after all, it is the leaders of a country who determine the
policy, and it is always a simple matter to drag people along whether it is a democracy, or a fascist
dictatorship, or a parliament, or a communist dictatorship. Voice or no voice, the people can always be
brought to the bidding of the leaders. This is easy. All you have to do is to tell them they are being attacked,
and denounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism and exposing the county to danger. It works the same in
every country."

About the Author

Randall L. Bytwerk is a Professor of Communication at Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan. His book
Julius Streicher received the National Communication Association Golden Anniversary Award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luba Jacobs:

The book Bending Spines: The Propagandas of Nazi Germany and the German Democratic Republic
(Rhetoric & Public Affairs) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with
the subject. If you can make reading a book Bending Spines: The Propagandas of Nazi Germany and the
German Democratic Republic (Rhetoric & Public Affairs) to become your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like open and read a book Bending Spines: The Propagandas of Nazi Germany and
the German Democratic Republic (Rhetoric & Public Affairs). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Barbara Bell:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Bending Spines: The Propagandas of Nazi
Germany and the German Democratic Republic (Rhetoric & Public Affairs). All type of book can you see on
many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.



Brenda Seddon:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Bending Spines: The
Propagandas of Nazi Germany and the German Democratic Republic (Rhetoric & Public Affairs) to read.

Esther Cunningham:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One
of them is this Bending Spines: The Propagandas of Nazi Germany and the German Democratic Republic
(Rhetoric & Public Affairs).
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